March 2019
Important Dates

We want to take this time to remind you of some important upcoming dates:
March 4-8: RP Week: Students may Apply/Reapply/Replace an RP
March 8: 2-Hour Early Dismissal-End of Term 3
March 11: Term 4 Begins
March 14: Term 3 Report Cards Sent Home
March 15: NO SCHOOL - Professional Collaboration Day
March 18-22: NO SCHOOL-Spring Break
April 1-5: RP Week: Students may Apply/Reapply/Replace an RP
April 10: NO SCHOOL - Professional Collaboration Day
April 19-22: NO SCHOOL-Holiday Break

Report Cards

Term 3 report cards will be sent home with students on March 14th. If you do not receive one, please contact
the Counselor’s office at 698-8124 and another one will be printed for you.

Parent-Teacher Conference Update

Thank you for attending Parent-Teacher Conferences which were held on February 7th, 12th, and 13th.
Although Parent-Teacher Conferences are not the only means of increasing communication between teachers
and parents, it is still one of the most effective. If you were unable to make it to your scheduled conference,
please call Horizon Middle School at 698-8120 and make arrangements to visit with your child’s teachers.
We highly encourage communication between school and home so parents are up to date with their children’s
progress. You may call the school and set up a conference anytime you feel you would like to get more
information. Another tool available for your use is Infinite Campus. If you have received your activation code
for Infinite Campus, you have been able to set up a username and password to access grade information as
often as you like. Grades are entered on a weekly basis, so you will have access to recent grades. If you
have set up your account with Infinite Campus, and you are having problems, please send an e-mail to
ichelp@kearneycats.com.
Once again, please feel free to contact the school to visit with any of your child’s teachers if you have any
questions or concerns. It is much better to be proactive than to wait until it is too late.

Testing/Assessment Sessions

As we begin the second semester at Horizon Middle School, we know there are several testing / assessment
sessions coming up for your son or daughter. The Nebraska Department of Education has constructed
assessments that are administered across the state called the NSCAS- Nebraska Student-Centered
Assessment System. Students are assessed in mathematics and reading in grades 6-8. Eighth grade students
are also assessed in science.
The NSCAS assessments in math, reading, and 8th grade science, are scheduled to start the first week in
April. Here is the testing schedule as we have it so you can write this information on your calendar:
Science (8th Grade Only) - 45 minutes suggested testing time (50-60 questions)
Science Session 1: Wednesday, April 3, during second period, 8:28 - 9:16
Science Make-up testing: April 4
ELA - 90 minutes suggested testing time (48 questions)
ELA Session 1: Tuesday, April 9, 8:35 - 9:35 (60 minutes)
ELA Session 2: Thursday, April 11, 8:35 - 9:35 (60 minutes)
ELA Make-up testing: April 12
Math - 90 minutes suggested testing time (48 questions)
Math Session 1: Tuesday, April 16, 8:35 - 9:35 (60 minutes)
Math Session 2: Thursday, April 17, 8:35 - 9:35 (60 minutes)
Math Make-up testing: April 18
***Make Up Tests all Due by April 26***
Following the Nebraska State Assessments, Kearney Public Schools will begin the final segment of
standardized testing which you know as MAP or Measure of Academic Progress testing. Students at Horizon
Middle School completed fall MAP testing last September and winter MAP testing in December. MAP testing
scores from this spring’s testing, which will occur during May, will be compared with fall testing to measure
students’ academic growth.
Spring is a very “assessment rich” time in the school year. We ask you to support your children by talking to
them about the assessments and encouraging your son or daughter to do their best. These assessments play
a part in determining which classes your son or daughter will be placed in next school year so they are very
important. Your continued support by providing an environment at home that allows students to receive proper
nutrition and sleep, is essential to student learning and achievement. Thank you for the support you give your
children in their education.

Pick-up and Drop-off

Please be cautious as you drop-off and / or pick- up your child(ren) from Horizon. The best place to drop
students off or pick them up is still the curbside west-bound lane on 35th street or curbside north-bound lane
on 11th avenue. People are also dropping off and picking up on the east side of Horizon. Please be mindful of
students crossing any traffic lane as we want to all of our students to be safe.

Counselor’s Comments
REGISTRATION NEWS:

6th Grade Students
In another effort to save paper, we will NOT be sending registration sheets home for students going
from 6th to 7th grade. With that being said, current 6th grade students will have the same music class
(band, orchestra, choir) for 7th grade as they had for 6th grade. Most students will be fine with this,
however, if the student or parent/guardian would like to change the class for the 2019-20 school year,
please call Sandy Rothermich at 308-698-8124 or email sanrothermich@kearneycats.com.
7th Grade Students
As 7th graders entering 8th grade, students have the opportunity to choose two periods of elective
classes (up to four classes). In the past, we've sent home this paperwork and had to remind students
over and over to return it to the Guidance Office. During the last week in February/first week in March,
we will begin having the students request their elective classes during QT using Infinite Campus. Not
only will we have 100% participation, but we will save time, paper, and frustration using this process.

Screen Time and Happiness:

Happiness in not a warm phone according to a new study that explored the
new link between adolescent life satisfaction and screen time. The study was a
nationally representative survey of more than a million 8th, 10th, and 12th graders.
The survey asked students questions about how often they spent time on their
phones, tablets, and computers as well as questions about their in-the-flesh social
interactions and their overall happiness.
On average, the survey found that teens who spent more time in front of
screen devices--playing computer games, using social media, texting, and video
chatting were less happy than those who invested more time in non-screen activities
like sports, reading newspapers and magazines, and face-to-face interactions.
Total screen abstinence doesn’t lead to happiness either. The happiest teens used digital media a little
less than an hour per day. After a daily hour of screen time, unhappiness rises steadily along with increasing
screen time.

Clothing Policy

As the warmer days begin to descend upon us this spring, the amount of clothing worn by students tends to
decrease proportionately. This often becomes a problem for some students as shorts are too short and tops
are too revealing. The protocol listed in the Horizon Middle School Handbook for dealing with these issues will
be followed. If your child wears clothing that is not appropriate for the school setting, we offer clothes for the
student to wear or the student will be allowed to call home to bother you to bring them clothes that they are
allowed to wear. In the past, parents having to come up to the school to bring appropriate clothes has been a
real inconvenience due to parent’s schedules, jobs, and other responsibilities. Please check with your son or
daughter in advance about the clothing they need to wear at school in order to avoid needing to change. It is
just a fact of life that some clothes that may be deemed appropriate for home are not acceptable for wearing at
school.

Community Service Announcement

HMS received $220 in donations to give to the American Heart Association.
Thank you to everyone who supported Red Out on February 1st. The money
helps to educate and save lives affected by heart disease.

Lost and Found
We have several items that have been accumulating in our Lost and Found. Please encourage your
students to check the front office for missing items.
Also, please advise your students to lock both their hall lockers and their gym lockers. Locks are
provided to students to increase the safety of your child’s possessions. Items sometimes have a
tendency to disappear from unlocked lockers or if items are left in the hallway. Locking lockers and
putting things away is even more important now that all of the students have Chromebooks.
It is also wise to write names in coats and on lunchboxes, trappers, and backpacks as many
times they are left lying around. This helps those items get returned to the proper owner when they
get left behind somewhere.
Any items that remain at the end of the Term (March 8th) will be donated. We usually end up
with several boxes of donations at the end of each Term. Included is a picture of our current Lost
and Found. If you recognize something, feel free to contact the Front Office (308-698-8120) to make
arrangements to pick it up before the end of the Term.

Notes from the Nurse
Medication reminder…

Prescription medication: The medication must be in the original container
with a pharmacy label that includes the student name, medication, time and
dose, date of prescription and the physician’s name. Medication can only be
given as instructed on the label.
Over the counter medication: The medication must be provided by the parent,
in the original container and labeled with the student’s name. Medication can
only be given as directed on the bottle for age and dose. Any changes in the
manufacturer’s recommendation will require a written order from a physician.
Any medication not properly labeled or stored cannot be given at school. No medication will be accepted in
baggies or unmarked containers. All medication is to be stored in the health office.
NO MEDICATION WILL BE GIVEN WITHOUT A SIGNED PARENT CONSENT FORM (available in the school
office).

Medication Pick-Up:
Medication cannot be kept at school over the summer. Students with over-the-counter meds at school may
pick them up anytime the last week of school. Prescription medications MUST be picked up by parents by
the last day of school. Unclaimed medications will be discarded after the last day of school.

School physicals for 6th to 7th grade students

It is time for 6th grade parents to start thinking about 7th grade. All students entering 7th grade are to have a
physical exam within 6 months before the start of the school year. 7th grade students are also required by law
to have a pertussis booster, (Tdap shot). You can start getting this done anytime. Please do not wait until
later in the summer to schedule, as you may not get it done before the school year starts. The health form
will be sent home in March. Parents are to sign the form, keep it until you go to the doctor and they complete
the back of the form before turning it in to school. Forms need to be returned before the first day of school.
Thank you for your cooperation in getting this done. If you have questions, please feel free to contact the
school nurse.

MathCounts
The Horizon Middle School MathCounts team competed at the Mid-States Chapter competition on
Thursday, February 14 at UNK. The competition hosted 25 teams of four students, as well as individual
competitors. About 200 students attended this problem-solving math competition.
HMS was well represented. The Horizon team placed first. Team members were Karson Walters, Ethan
Sundberg, Jacob Dimmitt and Emma Heacock. These students will compete at the state level on March
16 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Students are awarded recognition for individual placement as well as team efforts. All ten of the HMS
competitors placed in the top 100. Taking home trophies for individual efforts were Jacob Dimmitt as
third overall and Karson Walters as sixth. Other placements were Ethan Sundberg, 14th; Alivia Olson,
17th; Sam Kreis, 24th; Dylan Wall, 28th; Emma Heacock, 35th; Luke Richmond, 49th; Kelsey Hatcher,
84th; and Emma Talbert, 90th.
Eighth graders are Karson Walters, Ethan Sundberg, Sam Kreis, Alivia Olson, Emma Talbert and Dylan
Wall. Seventh graders are Jacob Dimmitt and Luke Richmond. Sixth graders were Emma Heacock and
Kelsey Hatcher.

Spanish I Elective

Dear Parent/Guardian Thank you for your interest in learning more about the Spanish I elective class offered to 8th graders.
Spanish I is a full year academic class that would count toward the two year entrance requirement for a 4-year
college. It is important to note that no language requirement is needed to graduate from high school. The
Spanish I curriculum is the same at the middle schools and the high school. Please note that no high school
credit can be earned in middle school. Students may need a higher level of academic maturity in order to be
successful in Spanish I. Therefore, it may be beneficial for some students to take their World language
courses at the high school to increase the opportunity for success.
Students will learn basic knowledge of the language through listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
An integrated, hands-on curriculum is used to introduce vocabulary and sentence structure necessary in
building beginning conversational skills. The course also emphasizes the study of Hispanic countries, customs
and cultures.
Suggested prerequisites and skills for success:
● C or better in 7th grade Introduction class
● C or better in English and Reading courses
● Memorize and retain a large amount of vocabulary
● Comprehend many grammar concepts
● Complete several homework assignments per week
● Limited attendance issues
● Responsible work ethic
● Proficient time management
If you have further questions regarding registration for eighth grade Spanish please contact the World
Language department at your child’s school.

Attention HORIZON Parents:
We are continuing our behavior incentive program this year, and we would
like to ask for your help. It’s called JAG CASH, and we are rewarding safe,
respectful and responsible behavior at Horizon.
We want to celebrate and recognize the positive behaviors we see your
children exhibiting every day. As you know, funds keep getting tighter for education, and we
are trying to be creative with our fundraising this year. You can help by donating a few small
items to the Jag Cash Store that our students can buy with Jag Cash. Some parents have
elected to donate cash and that is great as well.
Examples include (but are not limited to):
Bracelets (rubber message type)
Gel pens
Glow sticks
Target $ Spot items
Individually Wrapped Candy
Gift Cards or iTune Cards ($5 would be awesome)
If your kid would like it, so would other students!

If you would like to donate, please send the items with your students and have
them give them to their QT teacher.

Thank you for your support!

Builder’s Club

Please save these items throughout the year to be given to
HMS:
●
●
●
●

Box Tops for Education
HyVee/FamilyFresh/AppleMarket Receipts
Pop taps
Labels for Education

Thanks for collecting these to help out your school and
community. Students will be asked periodically throughout their
HMS years to bring these to school. The money donated to the
school through these programs helps us improve the classroom experience, allowing us to purchase books,
technology, and events that enrich our students’ learning opportunities.

Boys and Girls 8th Grade Track
The track season is right around the curve and we will have
organizational meetings to get ready.
Our initial meeting for just the athletes will be Thursday,
FEBRUARY 28th after school. The boys will meet in Mr.
Hedges’ room (805), the girls will meet in Mr. Kropp’s room
(514). It is important for your son or daughter to attend this
pre-season meeting or contact their coach if they can't attend.
Our first practice will be Monday, MARCH 4th. We will have a meeting for parents Thursday,
MARCH 7th at 5:30 pm in the HMS Cafeteria to introduce our coaches and answer questions.
Our first track meet is at home on Tuesday, MARCH 26th. For a schedule of the track meets,
go to Horizon’s homepage and click on HMS Athletics Schedule (located on the left).
Underneath the calendar on the right, scroll down in the View Schedules window and click on
the either Boys or Girls schedule and then click view.
We will use a texting service to send out information from time to time. If you know your son
or daughter will be participating in track, you need to get on this list. Just text the phrase
“@horizontr” (in the message window) to the number “81010” (in the To: window). There is
no need to download the app, it just adds you to our texting list for track events.
We look forward to working with your sons and/or daughters. Please contact the respective
head coach if you have any questions.
Thursday, FEBRUARY 28th - First meeting for athletes after school
Monday, MARCH 4th – First day of practice (after school)
Thursday, MARCH 7th - Parent meeting at 5:30 in HMS Cafeteria
Tuesday, MARCH 26th - First track meet (it’s a home meet) at 4 pm

Girls Head Coach
Pete Kropp

Boys Head Coach
Tim Hedges

petkropp@kearneycats.com

timhedges@kearneycats.com

News from the Library
Golden Sower Readers
The Nebraska Golden Sower Award program was initiated by Karla Hawkins Wendelin
and Dee Storey at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1981. It is a children’s choice
award and winners are chosen in three categories annually: Picture Books (grades
K-3), Chapter Books (grades 4-6) and Novels (grades 6-9).
Tens of thousands of Nebraska's students participate in the Golden Sower Award
program each year. In order to qualify as a voter, students must read four of ten nominees in a category.
Voting takes place in April and the winners are announced in May. At Horizon Middle School, students may
read intermediate or young adult titles (and many students qualify to vote in either).
As students and staff qualify as Golden Sower voters, their pictures are taken and posted in the library.
The vote for this year’s Golden Sower Award will be Friday, April 5th. There will be a voting party during 10th
Period on the 5th for those who qualify. Invitations will be sent out to all those who qualify the week before the
party. At this point, many students just need to finish one or two books in order to qualify. Please encourage
your students to finish reading their Golden Sower books this month so they don’t miss out on the fun
opportunity.

MakerSpace Mondays
Most of us feel like kids need more time to unplug and play these days, and research shows that students who
spend time problem solving and creating develop the types of skills needed to be successful in their future
endeavors. With these goals in mind, the Horizon Library has a MakerSpace for students to use.
This area includes a variety of games and materials for students to explore the areas of STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) before, during and after school. In addition to crafts and
building materials, the space includes simple robotics, coding materials, circuits, building materials of all kinds,
a 3D printer, as well as logic and problem solving games and activities. This year a new Carvey machine from
Inventables was added with a grant from ClassAct!
Please encourage your student to come check it out!

Social Networking Tips
Written by Caroline Knorr via Common Sense Media
It's all about hanging with friends -- online.
Posts, status updates, comments, instant messages, video uploads, tweets, and texts have become a regular
part of our kids' lives. In today's 24/7 digital world, kids are logging on from everywhere, including
smartphones, gaming devices, tablets, and laptops, and many parents simply don't know what their kids are up
to, much less much about the social media they're using.
The reality is that most kids start developing online relationships around the age of 8, usually through virtual
worlds like Club Penguin. By age 10, they've progressed to multiplayer games and sharing their digital
creations and homemade videos on sites like YouTube. By age 13, millions of kids have already created
accounts on social networking sites like Facebook.
There are many positives to social media. It's a fun way for kids to interact with friends. It can also be a great
way to learn new things, collaborate with others, express creativity, and safely experiment with identity.

Why social networking matters
The problem comes when kids share their private thoughts, photos, videos, and personal information. These
revealing posts can become very public and last a long time. A post of a provocative photo or a picture with a
beer bottle in hand could end up damaging a kid's reputation.
Even more troubling are the privacy and safety issues that come with social networking. Marketers collect data
based on your kids' online activity and then target ads to them. And now with the ability to easily post your
location, physical safety becomes a concern.
While no one knows what effect increased social networking has on kids' development, it's clear that young
people do need some guidance around use. So how can you help your kids make good decisions as they
navigate their virtual lives?

●

●

●

●

●

●

Parent tips for young kids

Stick with age-appropriate sites. For kids 5-8, there are sites with strong safety features that help kids play
without risking inappropriate content or contact.

Parent tips for middle school kids

Facebook won't let kids have sites if they're under 13. That said, kids simply do the math to figure out what
year to put so they'll seem 13 -- or older. Check your kid's computer browser history. If you see Facebook
listed, assume your kid has an account.
Tell your kids to think before they post. Remind them that everything can be seen by a vast, invisible
audience (otherwise known as friends of friends of friends). Each family is different, but for middle school kids,
it's a good idea for parents to have access to their kids' pages, at least at first, to be sure that what's being
posted is appropriate. Parents can help keep their children from doing something they'll regret later.
Make sure kids set their privacy settings. Privacy settings aren't foolproof, but they're important. Take the
time to learn how privacy settings work on your kids' favorite sites, and teach your kids how to control their
privacy.
Kindness counts. Lots of sites have anonymous applications like "bathroom wall" or "honesty boxes" that
allow users to tell their friends what they think of them. Rule of thumb: If your children wouldn't say it to
someone's face, they shouldn't post it.
Go online. If you don't have one already, get an account for yourself. See what kids can and can't do.

●

●
●

●
●

Parent tips for high school kids

Talk about the nature of their digital world. Remind them that anyone can see what's on their pages -- even
if they think no one will. Potential employers and college admissions staff often surf social networking sites.
Ask your teens to think about who might see their pages and how they might interpret the posts or photos.
Set some rules for what is and isn't appropriate for your kids to communicate, play, and post online.
Posts with photos or comments about youthful misbehavior could come back to haunt them.
Let them know that anything they create or communicate can be cut, altered, pasted, and sent around.
Once they put something on their pages, it's out of their control and can be taken out of context and used to
hurt them or someone else. This includes talk and photos of sex, drugs, and alcohol. Tell them that online stuff
can last forever. If they wouldn't put something on the wall of the school hallway, they shouldn't post it online.
Don't post your location. Social networks allow kids to post their location -- but it's just not safe for teens to
do this.
Watch the clock. Social network sites can be real time suckers. Hours and hours can go by -- which isn't great
for getting homework done.

Green Team

The Green Team had another great GREEN SCIENCE FAIR on February 5th! Activities included making
paper out of recycled paper; making scarves and hair ties out of t-shirts; making bottlecap magnets; and
making cell phone speakers out of toilet paper and paper towel tubes. Students had the chance to play
golf with recycled wrapping paper tubes and cereal boxes and aimed paper airplanes at recycling bins.
There was an interactive display on renewable energy with kits showing how to make wind, solar, and
water energy. There were also displays on composting worms (red wigglers), preventing ocean pollution,
why to give up plastic bags, the 4 Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle + repurpose), how to pack a ZERO Waste
lunch, and how the weight in metric tons has decreased over the past 4 years at the Kearney Landfill.
Finally, there was a green food table with apples, grapes, honeydew, kiwi, limes, and sugar snap peas.
Prizes for the games and best displays were donated by Office Depot, Walmart, and the KPS Green
Schools Initiative program.

Music Department Fundraiser
Thank you to all of our students that participated in the Club’s Choice Fundraiser. The FUNDRAISER ORDER
PICK UP will be MARCH 26th . You may come to the east side of the building at Door #13 starting at 2:30 pm.
All Fundraiser Orders MUST be picked up this day by 4:00 pm!

From The Band Department

NEXT BAND CONCERT IS: TUESDAY, MARCH 12TH AT 6:00PM AT THE KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL
CONCERT HALL. Students will need to be there by 5:45pm.
Students will need to practice over spring break. They will have 2 WEEKS to get in 1 WEEK of practice time.
6th grade will need 90 minutes, 7th grade 75 minutes, and 8th grade 60 minutes.
Congratulations to the following students for participating in the North Platte 8th Grade Honor Band:
Hannah Zobel, flute; Cody Hromadka, alto saxophone; Maria Buck, bari saxophone; Ethan Sundberg, trumpet;
Amy Tonniges, tuba; and Sam Kreis, percussion.
Thank you.
Mrs. Bean

Orchestra News

Tuesday, May 7th is the date for the end of the year Orchestra Showcase Concert. The concert will be held in
the KHS Concert Hall. Fifth-grade students will perform at 6:00 pm. Grades 6-7 will perform at 7:00 and grades
8-12 at 8:00 pm. Each orchestra will be performing a couple of selections that highlight the year's
accomplishments. Students are expected to stay for the duration of their performance. Donations will be
accepted.

Vocal Music News

On February 18th, 2019, the eighth grade Swing Choir class and the eighth grade chorus from first and second
semesters spent a day singing at Kearney High School with the eighth grade singers from Sunrise Middle
School and the Kearney High singers.
Clayton Moyer, Kandi Stelling, and Mr. Heuertz conducted the group. It was a great day of music making and
the evening concert was very successful. Way to go eighth grade singers!
A group of about 45 sixth, seventh, and eighth grade singers traveled to Henderson, Nebraska on January 25,
2019 to join with over 350 other middle school singers from the area. The groups sang well and learned some
new music techniques while spending the day with their peers. A concert was held in the evening and was
enjoyed by a nice audience of family members and local community members.
On Tuesday, March 5th, Swing Choir will be on the Elementary School Tour from 7:40 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. More
information will be sent home with a parent permission form.
The Swing Choir Crane River Musical is coming together and there is one evening rehearsal scheduled for
April 9th from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. It’s so important that we give full support to Crane River and take that
evening to focus in on the production from start to finish. Dinner will be provided!

